IVY-LEAVED CROWFOOT, Ranunculus hederaceus L.

265. Ivy-Leaved Crowfoot, Ranunculus hederaceus L. (X 1);
in muddy places in ditches or floating in water; stems rooting
at the nodes; leaves opposite or alternate, kidney-shaped,
shallowly 5-7-lobed, widely heart-shaped at the base, on
long stalks, rather fleshy and glabrous green, with a half-moon
shaped darker patch; stalks expanded at the base into a broad
membranous sheath; flowers (A, X li) solitary from near the
axil of the leaf-stalk, about J-J in. diam., rather long-stalked, but
the stalks shorter than those of the leaves and recurving in fruit:
sepals 5, green, shorter than the petals; petals 5, white, 3-5-

nerved; stamens (B, X 6) few (about 10); carpels free from one
another, several, blunt and becoming transversely reticulated in
fruit (C, X 10) (family Ranunculaceae).

This species is rather intermediate between the Field and the
Water Buttercups, but the leaves are never finely divided, as in
the latter. It also shows some relationship with the Lesser
Celandine, Ficaria verna Huds. (Common Wild Flowers, fig.
71).

The anthers of the 8-10 stamens shed their pollen on the
stigmas when the flower opens, and self-pollination is effective;
afterwards the stamens move outwards. Nectar is sparingly
secreted in a pit at the base of the petals.
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